
  So.  Now I’m your new settled pastor.  The transition has been long for me.  I began exploring a new call in 
Summer 2015, when our foster son was about to be moved back to his mom’s home.  That process took …  longer 
than expected.   

  It’s over now; you’ll meet him soon.  In the meantime, I was introduced to this wonderful, bold, loving 
church in Alabama, who gladly asked me to be your new pastor.  What’s more, you patiently allowed my family to 
see our foster process through.  Thank you for the care, prayer, and patience! 

  I’m also aware of how your transition took even longer.  In 2014, as I read in an Annual Report, your former 
pastor was called to another ministry.  Thus, you’ve dealt with nearly two years of leadership uncertainty.  That is, 
in the pastoral sense.  One of your most attractive qualities is the depth and commitment of FCC’s lay leadership.  I 
have long believed that a church is only as strong as its members who actively develop and share their gifts.  Y’all 
too seem to do so with relish.  I begin here optimistically, therefore. 

  But that’s the thing.  We’re just now beginning.  I mean, sure, I’ve preached several times, we’ve enjoyed 
some laughs, talked about some tough issues even.  Which was wonderful!  Yet there’s so much more we don’t 
know. 

  My boss at my first call used to meet with me weekly to discuss my growth as a rookie minister.  For those 
two years, he began each conversation with some variation of this question: What have you learned recently?   

His point was obvious, and right.  We’re all in a constant state of learning.  At least, we should be, if we take our call 
as being Jesus Followers seriously.  After all, if there’s an apt one-word description of this mystery Ultimate Reality 
we name God, then “Vast” would be it. 

  A 90 year-old lady in my last church illustrated this for me poignantly.  We were having coffee in her modest 
apartment when she asked why some Christians feel the need to welcome gay people to the Table.  To her mind, 
that was problematic.  Not that she was judgmental, she shared.  It’s just not Biblical, she claimed. 

  One year later, once she’d spent more time with her beloved (gay) nephew and his (lesbian) bosses, we had 
coffee again.  She asked why some Christians feel the need to exclude gay people from the Table.  To her mind, that 
was problematic.  Not that she didn’t understand that some folk understood the Bible differently, she shared.  It’s 
just that God is Love, she declared. 

  I remember feeling so convicted about how, if dearest Ruth could keep learning and growing as a Christian, 
what excuse did 30 year-old me have for being complacent about Grace?!   I pray I live up to her to witness. 

The point being: We all have much still to learn.  About God.  About following Jesus.  And about each other.   
So we might as well get started. 
  To that end, I want you to know that I have a sermon series planned, starting mid-May, called “My God 
Story: 10 Scriptures Every Christian Should Know (according to Pastor Shane)”.  Yes, the title’s too long.  But the 
point is we all have a God Story, i.e. we all understand God’s story in our world and our lives uniquely.  My Top Ten 
might not be yours, but that’s wonderful!  Indeed, the point of this series is, on one the hand, my attempt to help 
you know your new pastor better, what choices I make about Scripture, what ideas inspire me most, what values 
challenge my soul. 

  On another hand, it’s also me encouraging you to craft your own God Story better.  What Bible stories/
passages do you think Christians should know?  What matters to you most about God?  I hope you’ll take the bait.  
For starters, it may help you grow.  Also, it’ll help our church grow, since the most effective outreach is people with 
a compelling story to tell.  About God.  About following Jesus.  And I hope we make such story-telling, such 
introducing others to Christ working through FCC a constant, life-giving part of our adventure together.  Let’s get 
started! 

Grace and Peace, 
Shane 
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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



When my girls were babies, I used to sing them lullabies 

when I wanted to calm them for sleep or rest. For many 

of us, lullabies are among the  

first forms of communication from adult to child. My 

love for music is so deep, it is a natural way for me to 

communicate. In fact, I sang and read to Erin and Lexie 

"in utero," long before they were born. 

 

According to a story on a BBC website, the earliest 

lullaby that has been discovered was written in clay 

more than 2000 years B.C.E. by an  

ancient Babylonian. "Singing with a baby is a natural 

and effective way of sharing new words and sounds," 

says Colwyn Trevarthen, professor of  

child psychology at the University of Edinburgh and 

vice-president of the British Association for Early 

Childhood Education. Russian  

pediatrician Michael Lazarev says that a mother's voice 

is an "acoustic bridge" between the cocoon of the womb 

and the outside world, since  

babies can hear from within the womb as early as 24 

weeks gestation. 

 

According to the article, Trevarthen believes that 

"babies are innately musical, and have an excellent 

sense of rhythm." His research shows that  

babies respond with coos and gestures that are exactly 

in time with the pulse of their mothers' voices. 

 

In short, Trevarthen says, "Human beings are born with 

all these very strong human capacities for being 

expressive in time." Beyond what  

lullabies do for babies, they also serve as therapy for the 

mamas, allowing them to voice their worries and fears 

in soft and caring ways. 

 

As I read the article, I was awed once again by the gift of 

communication God gave us through music: a magical, 

mysterious language of love. To that I say,  

"Keep singing!" 

 

In celebration of mothers and music, 

 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music  

Our Disciples Men invite you to stay for a luncheon 

in honor of all mothers on Sunday, May 8.  Our 

luncheon will follow our morning worship. 

Everyone is invited to stay for  

great food and  fellowship.  

Please sign up at the Information Board  

if you plan to attend.  

The menu: Roast Beef, Baked Ham ,  

Au Gratin Potatoes, Green Beans, Garden Salad, 

Summer Cucumbers, Rolls, Chocolate and 

Pineapple Cake,  and Ice Cream.  

Cave Quest VBS Adventure 

 

Hey Kids! Gear up for an underground adventure 

grounded in the rock-solid foundation  

of God’s love!  

Volunteers … Let’s dig deep, and shine God’s love in 

the darkness by joining the “Cave Crew”.  

 

The Dates are: Tuesday, July 26-29  

from 5:30 until 7:30 p.m. 

 

Cave Crew volunteers needed: Teachers, food prep, 

music leader, & registrar. I will decorate the main 

areas and coordinate volunteers, but will need a 

chairperson who can be there nightly to make 

sure things go smoothly 

 

Thanks to you ALL for being the  

“Light of the World”! 

 

Deb Batson     



All Camps Begin & End at 10am  

 

Genesis Camp– June 24th-26th, 2016 

(Friday-Sunday) 

For those who have completed Kindergarten  

or 1st Grade 

Cost: $150.00– after June 1st- $170.00 

Location: YMCA Hargis 

 

Discovery Camp– June 24th-26th, 2016 

(Friday-Sunday) 

For those who have completed 2nd or 3rd  Grade 

Cost: $150.00– after June 1st- $170.00 

Location: YMCA Hargis 

 

Junior Camp– June 20th-24th, 2016 

(Monday-Friday) 

For those who have completed 4th or 5th  Grade 

Cost: $ 240.00-after June 1st- $265.00 

Location: YMCA Hargis 

 

CYF Conference– June 20th-24th, 2016 

(Monday-Friday) 

For those who have completed 9th, 10th, 11th,  

or 12th Grade 

Cost: $ 250.00-after June 1st- $280.00 

Location: YMCA Hargis 

 

CYF Rho Camp– June 24th-28th, 2016 

(Friday– Tuesday) 

For those who have completed 6th, 7th, or 8th Grade 

Cost: $ 250.00-after June 1st- $280.00 

Location: YMCA Hargis 

 

Beach Camp– June 10th-15th, 2016 

(Friday– Wednesday) 

For Youth in Grades 6th-12th 

Cost: $ 285.00-after June 1st- $310.00 

Location: Dauphin Island 

 

If you plan on attending a camp please grab a  

registration form from the 

 Information Board.  

The date for the special offering for Common 

Ground Montgomery (CGM) will be Sunday, 

May 29, 2016.  CGM is an inner-city youth 

ministry serving the Washington Park 

community in Montgomery.  CGM’s vision is to 

see a renovated, thriving community in 

Washington Park that has strong, godly 

leadership, with intact two-parent families.  

CGM also cares for the underprivileged poor 

and  marginalized , and becomes an incubator 

for gospel-created, cross-cultural relationships 

that transforms Montgomery and beyond. 

Their Mission is revitalize the Washington 

Park community and transform the city of 

Montgomery and beyond, to the glory of God, 

through:  

1. Building leaders from urban youth 

through long-term mentorship, biblical 

discipleship, and developmental programs. 

2. Creating an umbrella of Christian 

community development partners that focus 

on neighborhood transformation. 

3. Teaching principles of unity and 

change through the Common Ground Institute.   

Our contributions to Common Ground last 

year were  $1,150.  Please mark your calendar 

and plan to support CGM as you have in prior 

years.  If you have questions, please contact 

Steve Chun or Dixie Robinson. 

 

Memo: 

Week of Compassions Offerings in February/

March were $2,337, and Easter Offerings in 

March/April were $1,118. 

 

Steve Chun  

Mission Division Chairperson                     

Dixie Robinson 

Local Mission Team Leader 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Disciples women met in February at the home of Kelly Colson and in April at the home of Mara Donovan 

and Paula Combs. The bible studies were led by Tonya Nichols and Mara Donovan. We've studied about 

Anna who had a gift of waiting and Elizabeth who was a true friend to Mary. It has been a fun time to be 

together, share a meal, and study God's word. Our next get together will be on June 13th at 6 pm.  

Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. Won't you come join us?  

 

Bobbie Morris, Disciples Women 


